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	This semester I studied all different kinds of religion, on an international as well as local basis. In this paper I will share how I have seen religion shape American life and how American life has shaped religion. I will also acknowledge some minority religions, how we encountered them in America today and how Americans of all beliefs and faith interact to ensure a successful pluralism.  
	We had a discussion in class about how religion shaped America. Religion, in my opinion, shaped America first and now America is shaping religion. The reason being that religion was founded since man existed, America, on the other hand, was founded “recently” if we look at the big picture. Most of the basic principals in this country were practically based on religion, not a specific kind, but a basic foundation that there is a superior being watching over and guiding our nation. All major changes that took place in history had roots in religious beliefs because the opinions of those who wanted to change America for the better had to come from a source of enlightenment which would usually derive from their religious foundation. 
	Now that America has had a foundation to grow on, religion and its opinion has time to think about itself. And with the widespread of technology, where information is at our fingertips, it is 100% easier and quicker to receive information and research all sorts of different opinions about everything! This gives the public an opportunity to collaborate with similar opinions of their own to form supporting or objecting opinions of certain religious practices, or how America should be handling specific situations… etc. Now that the public have become more educated, they/we questions ourselves whether all and any beliefs around us our correct. 
I believe as a people we subconsciously are looking for what is right or fight for what things we want and think should be right. Once we find this “truth” we then want to share it with the world either for our or others personal gain.  I noticed that this happen with every formation of the religions we discussed in class, even with just those who created theories regarding religion. Each theory was based on their own believe of what they thought was correct or what they wanted to be correct; they then, or course, shared their beliefs with the world. The world then creates their own opinions after contemplating these theories and collaborate with others with similar theories to then create their own and change the world around them to follow what they believe to be true. It’s a circle that will continue to grow for as long as we are here.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The last project we did was all about minority religions in our area. Before this project we talked about the steps that take place in the growth of any religion from its existence to it being recognized world-wide. A lot of the time, when the religion is brand new, the people who notice its existence are those in the community where it was founded; the world may have no idea that it is there. This was the case with a lot of the minority religions students presented to the class. There were many in the salt lake area that none of us heard of before but that a specific community or neighborhood surrounding it knew about. America encounters these religions when they hit their stage of recognition, which happens when some significant event takes place involving the religion and their community or America itself. This may happen when the religion takes a stand on a major change that happens with-in Americas political system (law, election of a president or other political official, etc.), or when the religion gives to the community, most likely requiring volunteers from the surrounding community or city. Sometimes taking notice of a religion takes place when the religion interacts with another, combining their resources to help people of their church, people who stand need of their help, or to take a stand against or for a political movement. 
	There are so many ways that Americans of all beliefs and faith interact ensuring a successful pluralism. The more that religions grow, the more they tend to interact to help the greater good. I believe it all derives from their basic belief that they have a duty to help and enrich the people of their church. Many times Americans of different beliefs team up to unite their beliefs in a specific area of concern to prove a point and generate public awareness of something they believe is important. I believe this to be a healthy practice that should occur more often because it shows other religions, especially minorities, that they are not alone, that they may not be the only ones who take a side on something that is happening in American culture and that it is important to express what they believe and why to America. It also shows those who do not believe in any religion that there may be others that have common beliefs in another area; showing that they too are not alone.
	In conclusion, this class has shown me how important religious diversity is; not only is it important now but it was a huge factor in how America evolved to be what it is today. This class has also shown me how religion has shaped people and how it drives many of us to do our best for ourselves and for our community. Without religion, I think we would be completely lost. No matter if we are affiliated in a religion or not, I believe we all have roots in some kind of believe which no doubt came from someone in our family line (lineage), our friends (who are religious or whose religion shaped them one way or another in their life) or from media (which take polls and surveys of the public who express their beliefs which derive from a religious source). Religion is everywhere, and everyone has been or will be affected by it.


